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—C” ALL is not done when men have 

| bY begun a Religious life ; All Trees 
2) » that bloſſome prove not fruitſull: Cole. 1. 27. 
WA and all frut comes mor to perfe- Hebrews 4. ts 
DE tion. Many fall off, who cemed 2 Pet. 2. 10, 


DATE > to have gcod beg x Cor. 
Tak many Aion * the Fine of Gal. 3. RJ 
OY Chriſt, by their ſcandals and in- Matthew 13. 
firmities : * Many do yum their Teachers hearts, 41. & is. = 
and pencably diſturb the Cburch of Chriſt , by 
their rance, errors, ſelf-conceiredneſs , unruli- 
ncſs, beadinieſs, A Vs bgivgs and divi”- 


ons ; 


Ph. 3. 21. 
As 0. 30. 


Mat'b. 5. 16. 


1 Pet.3 1. 


1”Per.zt.15. 
& 1.8. 


2 C87, 1. 12. 


2 7'm. 1.13. 
& 3.7. 
Heb. s.12:. 


Pr1l. n. 9, 


Rom. 15. 14. 


Fob.q4. 13514. 
Colo/[.1.9.& 
2-3. 3.10. 
1/im,E.4. 


' your houſe are, 


(2) 
ens : Inſo much that the ſcandals and the fewds of 
Chriſtians, are the great umpediment of the Con - 
ve fion of the I fide! and Heathca world, by expoſing 
Chriſtianity ro their contempr and ſcorn, as if it were 
but the error of men as unholy and worl}y and proud 
as others, that can never agiee -among themſelves : 
And many by their pathions and ſe'fiſhneſs are a 
troublete- the Families and Neighbows where they 
live :” And moz/e by their weakneiles and great dis 
ſtempers, are ſnares, vexations and burdens to theme 
[eives, Whereas Chrjſbzanity in its true cooftitution, 
isal.fe of ſuch Holy Lig/!t and Love, ſuch Purity and 
Prace, fich. franſlufs and Hiavein'yrneſs , as if ir 
were accordingly ſhewed forth in the lives of Chri= 
ſtians, would coiumand adin ration and reverence 
from the world, and d9 more to their converſion, 
than ſwords, or w1ids alone can do : And it would 
make Chr.ſtians u/eful} and amzable to each other ; 
and their | ves a feaſt and pleaſure ro themſelves, 
I hope it way prove ſome help ro theſe excellent 
ends, and ro the ſecuring mens {alyation, if in a few 
ſound experienced DireR.ons, I open to you the Duties 
of a Chr.ſtian life. 


I. K:ep li? the true form of Chr 4 an Doftrine, De- 
ſve nd Daty 0r6er!y printed on your mnds : that is, 
#1dcrflind ic clearly and diſtinttly, and remembe it, 
I mean the great po.nts of Relig on contained in 
Carech ſmes : you may tl! g ow in the clearer un- 
derſtand ing of your Caccch fires , if you live an 


- Ivandred years: Ler nt the words: only but the mat- 


rer, be as familiar in your minds, as the rooms of 
Suh /olid þrnow/edge will eſtabliſh 
you againſt /edauffiou4 and wnhelief, and will be 
fill withn you a ready help for every Grace , 
and every duty , as the $kill of an Artificer is 
for his weak : And tor want of this, when you come 
among Izfide's or Heretichs , their reaſon. ngs way 
ſeem unanſwerable to you, and fbake, if nut over= 
thiow' your fath : And you will eaſtly erre in ieſſer 
ppzn' 1, and r:otble the Church with your dreams and 
wianglinge, - This 4 the calamity of inany "Owe ; 

: aces thac 
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that while they will be moſt cenſorious Judges, in 
every controverſie abour Church-mazters , they 
know not well the Dotrine of the Catech lm, 


I 1. Live day'y by faith on Jeſus Chriſt, as the Me- 
diator b:tween God and you-; Be.ng well groinded 
in thz Br{zef of the Goſpel, and underſtanding Ch iſts 
Office ; make uſe of bim ſlill in all you wants. Think 
oi. the Fatherly Love of God as coming to you through 
h:m alone : and of che Spirit as given by Him your 
Head ; and of the Coycnan' of Grace as enatted and 
ſealed by him ; and of the Miniſte:y as ſent by him, 
and of all time, and helps, and hope as procured 
and given by him : When you think of ſia, and 3n- 
firmity, and temptations, think alſo of his ſuMicienr 
pardon;ng, juſt.fy;ng and viftorious grace, When 
yo think of the world, the fleſh and the Devil, 
think how he overcometh them. Let his dofrine and 
the pattera of his moſt pe:fe67 liſe, be alwayes before 
you as your Rule. In all your doubts, and fears, 
and wants, go !o H'm inthe Spirit and to the Fae 
ther by Him, and Him alone, Take him as the roo 
of your life and mercies, and Live as «pon bim and by 
bis life. And when you de, refgn your ſouls ts Him, 
chat they may be with Him wbere be s, and ſee his 
Glory To liveon Chriſt, and «ſe Him in every want 
and addreſs to God, is more thcn a General confufed 
beligving in him. 


Toba 17. 3, 
Ephefſ.3.17, 
18. 
Matih.18, 19. 
Epb.1.21423. 
& 4.6.16, 
Romans 5. 
2 (or. 12.98 
In 16. 33+ 
1 lon $. 4. 
Heb 4 14. 16. 
(01.3 34+ 
Att: 7. 59. 


ITI. So Pelieve in the Ho'y Glofl, as to Live and. 


.work by H'm, as the Body aeth ly the ſoul, You arc 
not Baptiſed into h's name in Vain : ( Bur roo few 
underſtand the ſenſe and 1caſqn of it. } The Spirit 
s ſcnt by Chriſt for cwo great works : 1. To the 
Apoſtles ( and Prophets ) to inſpire them iafallibly ro 
preach the Goſpel, and confirm it by miracles, and 
leave ir on record, for following ages in the Holy 
Scriptures: 2, To all bs members, to iKeminate and 
ſanfiifie them, to believe and obey this Sacred Dofrine 
( beſide his common guift ro many to wzderſtan4 and 
preach ir, ) The Spiric having firſt indited the Goſpel, 
doth by it, firſt Regenerare, and after Govern all 

ris 


Gal.5.16.25. 
Mith.18, 19 
Iohn 16.13. 
H?b.2 3:4. 


1 Co. 12, 1% 


I2. 
Rom. 3.9.13. 
Ion '£ $3 6, 


2 Tim, 3.15, 
16, 

Jude 19, 20. 
Exech.36. 27. 


Iſa.44.3. 


Ron.8s. x, c. 
I Cor.6 11, 
Zech. 14.20, 


Rom.11.36. 

LT C07.10.2L. 
'2 (ors 7,8. 
a loba ;. 1. 
Rom.5.152,3. 
Matth, 22.37. 
Epveſ. 1.6, 


2 Cor.g.19, 


Gal.4.4,5,6. 
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He is not now given us; for the 


rrue Believers, 
revealing of new do&rines , but to underſtand and 
obey the doftrine revealed and ſealed by him long 
ago. As the Sun doth by itsſweer and ſecrer influ= 


cence, both give and cheriſh the natwal life of 
things Senſitive and Vegetative; ſo doth Chriſt by 
h's Spirit our ſpiritual life. As you do no work but 
by your natural life , you ſhould do none bur by | 
your ſpiritual life ; you muſt nor only Believe an 
Love and pray by ir 3 but manage all your Cal- 
lings by it : For Holineſs to the Lord muſt be written 
upon all : All rhings ate ſanQified to you, becauſe 
you being ſan&ified to God, devote all ro Him, and 
uſe all for Him : and therefore muſt dd all in the 
ſtrength and condutt of the Spirit, 


IV. L've wholly upoz G © D, as All in All: As 
the firſt Efficient, principal Dirigent, and Final Cauſe 
of af things, Let Faith , Hoje and Love be daily 
feeding on Him. Ler { Our Fathir which art i# 
Heaven ] be firſt inſcribed on your hearts, that he 
may ſeem moſt amiable ro you, and you may bold- 
ly Truſt h'm, and filial Love may be the ſpring of 
duty. "Make uſe of the So: and Spr2t to lead you to 
the Father ; and of Faith in Criſt ro kindle and 
keep alive the Love of God. The Love of God is our 
Primitive Holineſs , and ſpecially called, with its 
fruits [ Our Sandliſication, ] which Faith in Chriſt is 
Bur a Mears /8, I.ct it be your principal end in 
ſiud;ing Ch: iſt, roſee the Goodneſs Love and Amia- 
bleneſs of God in him : A condemaing God is nor 
ſo cafily Ioved , as a Gracio:'s Reconciled God, You 
have ſo much of the Spirit, as you have Love 70 God : 
Th:s is the proper gift of the Spirit ro all th: 
Adopred Snns of God, to cauſe them with filial ate 
fſe&ion and dependance, to cry Avbz Father, Know 
not, delire not, love not any creature, but purely as 
lubordinate to God ! Withour him, ler it be Nothiug 
ro you 3 But as the Glaſs without the face ; or {cats 
tered Leticts without the ſenſe 3 or as the carpſe 
withour the ſoul. Call nothing Preſperity or plea- 
{re bur his Love 3 and nothing adyer ſy or OY 

zur 


GG). 


but his diſpleaſure,and the cauſe and fruits of ir. When 
any thing would ſeem Lovely and defrable which is 
againſt him call ir Dung | And hear that man as Sa- 
tan or the Serpent,that would cnrife you from Him:& 
count him but Vanity, a Worm, and duſt, that would 
affright you from your duty ro Him. Ferry him much 
but Love him more | Lex Love be the ſoul and End 
every other duty : It is the end and Reaſon of all 
the reſt : butit hath no End or Reaſon, bur its Ohe 
geft. Think of ao cther Heaven, and Exd, and Hae 
peneſs of man, bur LOVE the final a8, and GOD 
the final obje& : Place not your Religion in any 
thong bur the Love of God with its means and fruits. 
Qwn no grief, defire, or joy, but a Mourning, a Seth- 
ing, and a Rejoicing Love, 


 V. Live in the Belief, and Hopes of Heaven , and ſeeb 
xt 4s your part andend ; and duly Delight your ſouls 


Pſalm 63. 7. 
PhiL J» 7» Fs. 


Math. 16. 2g. 


z [hefj.3.5. 


2 Cor. 13.14» 


in the forcthowghts, of the endleſs fight and Love of C0! 3.1224, 


God. As God is ſeen on carth bur as in a glaſs, 
ſo is he proportionably enjoyed. But when mourning, 
| ſeeking Love hath done, and fin and exemics are over- 
come, and we brhold the Glory of God in Heaven, the 
Delights of Love will then be perfet. Yeu may deſire 
more on Earth, than you may Hope for. Look not 
for a Kingdom of this world, nor for Mount Z'en in 
the wilderneſs, Chriſt Reigneth on Earth, as Moſes 
in the Camp, to guide us tothe Land of Promiſe : Our 
perfect bleſſedneſs will be , where the Kingdome is 
delivered up to the Father, and God is All in All, 
A dobr, or a ſtrange heartleſs thoughr of Heaven, 
is Warer caſt on the Sacred fire, to qnench your Hg+ 
l:ineſs and your foy Can you travel one whole day 
to \.chan End ; and never think of the place thar 
you are going to ? which muſt be zatexded in every 
righreo:s a& ( either notedly, or by the ready un- 
obſerved aft ofa potent habit. } When Earth is ar che 
beſt, it will ner be Heaven, You live no further by 
Faith like Chriſtians, then you either live for Hea- 
vn in ſecking ir,or elſe upon Heaven in Hope and 1oy, 


V I. Labour tg mathe Religion your pleaſure and de 
A4 lights 


=. 


Mit.6. 19,20y 


I. 33. 
2 Cor. 4. 17, 


13.5.7. 
Luke 13.20. 
Heb.6. 20, 
1 Cor.15.28, 


Epheſ.” 4. 6. 


CI 23, 


Ph1/.3.18. 20. 
P[.73 . 25,26. 


loha 18, 36. 


Pfulm 1.2532. 
& 84. 2. 10. 
& 63.3.5. & 
37- 4. & 94. 
19. & 119. 


d 


Iſa. 53. 14. 


P/aim 112.1. 
Romans 14.17. 


O& 51,35. 
1 Pet, $. 


Mai.5.11,12. 
P/alm 3%. 11. 


Gal. 6. 14; 


x Joh 2.35,16. 


James 1.77. 
& 4.4S. 


1 John 5, 4 5. 


Kom. 13.2. 
Gal. I. 4» 
Titus 2.12. 
Ai. 19. 24» 


Lub.1:.16.21, 


e> 16. 2. 
Tames 1.11, 


OF. I. >» 4. 


I ube8, 14. 


Heb. 11. 36. 


47. 70. 
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light, Look oft to God, to Heaven,'ro Chriſt, ro the 
Spirit, ro the Promiſes,to all your mercies ; call over 
your experiences, and think whar matrer of h:gh De- 
light is till before you : And how unſeemly it is, and 
bow injurious to. your profeſſion, for one thar ſaith 
he Hopeth for Heaven, to live as ſadly, as thoſe thar 
have no higher Hopes than Earth > How ſhould that 
man be fiſled with joy, who muſt live in the joys of 
Heaven forever? Eſpecially rejoyce when the meſ- 
ſengers of Death, do tell yuu that your Endleſs Joy 
is necr, If Ged and He:ven, with- all our mercies in 
the way, be not Reaſon enough for a joyful life, there 
can be none at all, Abhor all ſ:ggeſtions which would 
make Religion ſeem a tedious ukſome life. Andrake 
heed that you repreſentir not ſo to others: For you will 
never make them in Love w.th that, which you make 
chem nor perceive tc be deleRable and lovely. Nor as 
the Hypocrite, by forcing and framing his Religion ro 
his Carnal mind and pleaſure ; bur bringing up the 
bear: to a ho!y/uitablezeſs.to the pleaſures of Religions 


VII. ruth xs for your ſouls, agiinſt this flattering 
tempting world ; efpecrally whea it uw repreſented as more 
{wen aud deieft ible, than God, and Ho'meſs, and Hea- 
vea, This world with ts Pleaſure, Wealth, and Ho- 
Nowurs,1s it that 1s put in the ballance by Saran,againſt 
(God and Holineſs and Heaven : And no man ſhall 
have better than he chooſeth and preferreth. The 
bair taketh advantage of the brutiſh part, when Rea- 
ſen :5 aſleep ; and if by the help of ſenſe ir get che 
Throne, the Beaſt w.]l ride and rule the Man ; and 
Reaſon become a flavs to Senſualiry, When you hear 
the Serpent, ſec his ſting : and fce Death attending 
the forbidden fiuir, When you are Rifing,look down 
and [cc how far you have to fall ! His Keaſon as well 
as faith is weak, who for ſuch fool-gawads, as the pomp 
and vanities of this wer ld, can forget God anq hig 
ſoul, and death and judgement, Heaven and Heil, yea 
and dcl1beratcly command them ro ſtand by. What 
I :0/"o{/7e or Experience can do good on that man, 
vii1 venture fo much for ſuch a world, which all 
thai 1avc tiycs ut call Vanity at the laſl ; How deplo= 
1256 


,4 » 
\ IM< 


. 


= 


rare then is a worldlings caſe > O fexy the world, 
when it ſmileth, or ſeems ſweer and amiable. Love 
it not, if you Love your God and your ſalvation, 


VIII Fly fromtemp!ations, and crucifie-the fleſh, 
and beep a conſtant Goverament over your appetite and 
ſenſes, Many who had no deſigned ftatcd vice, of 
world!y intereſt, have ſhamfully fallen by the ſ.dden 
ſurprize , of appetite or /uſt, When cuſtome hath 
raughrt theſe ro be greedy and violent , like a hungry 
Dog, or a luſting Bore, it is nor afl ggiſh wiſh or 
purpoſe, that will mortifie or rule them ! How dan- 

erous a caſe is that man in, who hath ſo greedy a 
| continually to reftrain > that if he do bur neg- 
IeR his watch one hour, is ready to run him head- 
long intohell ? Who can be ſafe , thar ſtandeth 
long, on ſe terrible a precipice > The tears and ſnr- 
rows of many years, may perhaps nor repair the loſs 
which one hour or a@& may bring The caſe of Da- 
vid and many another, are dreadful warnings. Know 
what it is that you are moſt in danger ef; whether 
liſt, or idleneſs , or exceſs in mear, or drinks, or play ; 
and there ſer the ſtrongeſt watch for your preſervari= 
on, Make it your daily buſineſs ro mortifie that Luſt ; 
and ſcorn thar your brutith ſenſe or apperite, ſhould 
conquer reaſon, Yc<rtruſt nor purpoſes alone ; br 
away from the temptation ; Tech nor, yea look nor 
en the tempring bait ; Keep far enongh off, if you 
defire to be fafe. What miſeries come from ſmall be- 
ginnings! Temptation leads to fin, and ſmall fins to 
greater, and thoſe to Hell ! And lin and Hell are nor 
to be played with. Open your fin or tempration.ro 
ſo:ne friend,thar ſhame may ſave you fiom the danger. 


I X. Keep «p & conſtant —"—_ Government, over 
your Paſſions and your TonguPt, To this end, keep a 
tender Conſcicnce, which will ſmart when in any of 
theſe you fn. Ler Holy Paſſions be well ordered : and 
ſelfiſh carnal paſſions be reſtrained, Let your Tongues 
know their 4sties ro God and man, and labour to be 
544/ful and re/olute in performing them. Know all the 


ſos of the To1gne, that 30u may avoid them ; for your 
innovcency 


Rom. 8. 1. x3. 
Gal. 5. 24. 
Rom, I3. I, 
Gal. 5.17. 
Inde 8, 23. 

2 Pef, 2: 10; 
Eph. xz. 3. 

1 Pet. 2. 10, 
Mit. 6. 13. 
&- 26. 41. 
Luke 8. 13, 


Times 1. 19. 
Tam 3.13.17. 
1 Pet, 3. 4. 
Mu $. FS. 
Epheſ. 4+ 2 3+ 
Col. 3. 12. 
James 1; 25, 
& 3» $2 6, 


P/a'm 2 4. T3. 
Prov. a8, 21.4 


De't, 15. 9. 
L { oy. IO, = 


Gn 6.5. 


P/a'm10. 4- 
I'{alm 94.19. 
P/4.119.113. 
Pi0VU 1h: Fe 


© 15.26, 


P/al 119 49. 
P,o:. 30. 32 


JÞr 4.14 


Deat. 32. 129. 


Fphcſ. 5 16, 
15) 14 I 2. 
Acts 17. 21. 
T CO, 7.29, 


2 Cor. 6. 
inn 9, 4: 


i.ch.19.42.44. 
Iam 29 4. 
Af.i'.25,10.12. 
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innocency and peace do much depend on the prudear 
Government of your Tong es, , 


X, Govern your Thoughts with conflint 5h Iſul dilie 
gence, In ths, right Hab 3s and AffcAltons will do 
moſt by eaclix:ng them unto Good, Irs eaſze. ro Think 
en that which we Love. Be not unfurn.ſhed of mater 
for your Thoughrs ro work upon! And often ve'ire 
you ſelves for ſerious med:tation: Be nor ſo ſolitaty 
and deep in miifings, as ro over=ſiretch your thoyghts, 
and c63/04n4 your minds, or t.ke you off f.om neceſ- 
ſary converſe with others : Bur be ſure that you be 
Coaſid rate, and dwell much at heme , and converſe 
moſt wixh your conſciences and your God ! wah whom 
yo.i have the greateſt buſineſs Leave not your thoughts 
unimpleyed, or wagoucrned : {catrer thein not abroad 
vpon [mpertinent vanities: O that you knew what 
daily buſineſs yo. have for them! Moſt men are wick- 
ed, deceived and undone, becauſe they are inconfide- 
rate ! and dare nor or will not retiredly , and 
ſoberly uſc th:ir Reaſon 3 of uſe it bur as a flave m 
chains, in the {crvice of their paſſion, luſt and in 
rereſts, He was never w:/e, or poet, or happy, who 
was nor ſoberly and impartially conſelcrate. How tg 
be good, to do good, and hnally eajoy good, muſt be the 
{umm of all your Thovghts, Keep them tirſt Ho'y, 
then charitable, clean and char, Ardquickly check 
them when the y look toward: tin. 


X I. Let Time be exceeding pretzons 12 your eyes, and 
eartfully and diligently Rediem it. What haſte doth ir 
make ! and how quickly will it be gone ? and then 
how h ghly will ic be valued, when a minute of i: 
can never be recalled, O what important buſineſs have 
we, tor every morment of our Time, if we ſhould 
live athouſand years ! Take not thac man to be well 
in his wits, Or to knew his God, his End, his work, or 
his danger, whohath time to ſpare. Redeem ir, nor 
only from azedle/s iþo-ts, and vayts, and idlearſs, and 
carzali yy and Complenent, and exceſs of ſicep, and chatt . 
and w3/{dlintſs ; bur alſo trom the entanglement of 
{i {ſer good which would hinder yo1 from Tm 

mis 
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Time as men thar- are ready to paſs into another 
world ; where every-minute muſt be accounted for ; 
and it muſt go with us for ever as we lived here. Ler 
nor Health deceive you, into the expeRation of living 
long,and ſo into a ſenſleſs negligence : See your glaſs 
r\nning,and keep a reckoning of the expenſe of Time: 
and ſpend it juſt as you would review it when it is 
gone, 


XI I. Let th: Love of all in their ſeucral capacities, 
become as it were your very Nature , and doing them all 
the good you can be very much of the bufine/s of your 
lives. God muſt be loved in all his ercatures : His nw» 
tural Image on ail men ; and his /p ritual Image on bs 
Saints, Gur Neighbour muſt be Loved as Our ſelves : 
that is, Our Aatura! reighbour as our natural ſelf, with 
a Love of Benet oience ; and our ſpiruual neighbour as 


er /pirilual ſelf, with a Love of Complacenre. In op- 


politon to compliacence, we may hate our finful xeigh- 
bouy, as we muſt our ſe/ves { unich more: Y But in 


oppolition ro Beaevetrace we muſt ncithcr hate #vr 


{elves, our neigbbour, or 0u7 enriny, O that men knew 
how mach of Chriſtianiry doth con(iſt in Love, and 
doing good ? With witar cyes do they read the Goſpel, 
who ſee not this in every page ? Abhorr all thac 
ſelfiſhneſs, pride,and paſſioa which are the cnemies of 
Love, and thoſe opinions, and faions,.and cenſurings 
and backbitings, which would deſtroy ir. Take him 
rhar ſpeakerh evil of another co you, withour a aſt 
cauſe and call, to be Satans metlcnger , intreating 
you to hate your Brother, or to abate your Love, For 
ro perſwade you, that a man js bad, is d.reftly to per- 
ſwade you ſo far to hate him, Not that the good and 
bad muſt be confounded : bur Love will call none Bad 
without conſlreinzag evidence. Reb.ke backbiters ; 
Hurt no man, and /peth evil of no man ; unleſs ir be 
not only juſt, bur necef{ary ro ſome greater good, Love 
is lovely : They that Love ſhall be beloved. Hang 
and hurting makes men Hateful, Love? thy neighbour as 
thy ſelf ; and, Do as thou wouldft be done by ; are the 
gelden Rules of our duty to men 3 which muſt be 
deeply written on your hearts, For want of this, there 
15 
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:- nothing ſofilſe, ſo bad, ſo cruel, which you may not 

- 4-awn to This, or Sy, or Do a ainſf your Bre- 

' 1 SELFISHNES and WANT of LOVE, do 

carally rend to Ambition and (ovetouſneſs, and 

© ro cruelty againſt all chart ſtand in the way of 

'etires,as the nature of a Wolf ro kill che Lambs. 

Al Fitrensy, and rontentions, and perſecutions in the 

vroceed from ſelfiſhneſs, and wint- of charity. 

1 maltce is the Dewitſh nature. Be as zea- 

'911g good toall, as Satars ſervants are in 

2. Take x as the uſe ef all your talents, and 

1C LEM as vo: would hear of ir at laſt, Ler is be 

yo r buſs52/5. and nor a matter on the by : Eſpecially 

for -ublich grod, and mens ſalvation. And whar you 

cannot do yo.r ſelves,perfwade others to. Give them 

good Bo'ks; and drawthem to the means, which are 
moſt like co profit ehcm., 


XI11T. Underſtand the right terms of Church-Com- 
munien : eſpect.:Hy the unity of the #averſal Church, 
end the Um verſal Communion which you muſt hold with 
all the parts ; and rhe &:ffercnce between the Churth as 
V:/ible and I4:1pyle. For want of theſe, how woſul 
arc our diviſions? Read oft, x Cor.12. + Eph.q4.1.4017. 
Jabn 17.212 223.A01s 4 32.6 2,42. 1C0r.1.10,11, 
13. 3.3. Rom.16.17.Phil.2.:,2,3.4.1 Theſ.5.12,13. 
As 10 30.1(0r.11.19. Titus } 10. James 3, Study 
theſe well, You muſt have Vnion and {ommunioa in 
F:ith and Love, with all the Chriſtians in che world. 
And refuſe not local communion when you have a juft 
call; ſofar as they pur you noron finning. Ler your 
uſual meeting be with the pureſt Churſh , if you law- 
fully may, ( and till reſpeR the publich good. ) But 
ſomctimes 8:c+fon!lly communicate even with defeftive 
faulty Churct:c3, fo be it they are true Chriſtians, and 
put you not on fin : that ſo you may ſhew, that you 
own them as Chriſt;ans, though you diſown their cor+ 
ruptions.Thi:.k no: your preſence maketh all the faulrs 
of Miniſtry, We, ſhip, or peovle to be yours ( for then 
I would joyn with no Church 'n the world.)Knew that 
as the wyſtical Chyrch confiſteth of Heayt=-Covenan- 
ters, ſo doth the Church as Vifible confiſt of-Perbal- 

| | Cove- 
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({ ovenanters,which make « cred/ble profeſſion of Conſe: 
And thr Nature and Scriprure teacherh us to rake 
every mans word as cred:ble, till perfidiouſneſs forfeit 
his Fed ; which forfeiture muſt be proved, before 
any ſobcy Profeſſion can be taken, for an inſufficiene 
title. Grudge not then at the Communion of 
Prefeſſed Chi:iſtian in the Church Viſible (Though we 
muſt do our part to caſt out the obſtinarely impenirent 
by Diſcipline ; which if we cannor do, the fault is nor 
0.11.) The preſence of hypocrites is no hurt, bur oft 
a mercy to the ſincere. How ſmall elſe would the 
Church ſcem in the world > Outward priviledges be- 
long to eutward Covenanters: and inward mercies 
ro the ſincerg. Diviſion is woundixe, and tends to 
death, Abhor it as you love the Churches welfare or 
your own : The wiſdom from above is, firſt pure, and 
then peaceable, Never ſeperate what God conjoin- 
cth, Ir is the Earth!y, ſenſual, deviliſh wiſdom, which 
cauſerh bitter envying, and ſtrife, and confuſion aud every 
evil work. Blefſcd arc the Peacc-makers, 


XIV. Tahe heed of Pride and Se!f-conceitedneſs in 
Relrgion : If once you overvalue your own underſtand- 
ings, your crude conceptions, and groſs miſtakes, will 
delight you as ſome ſupernal light: and inſtead of 
having compaſſion on the weak, you will be unruly 
and deſpiſers of your Guides, and cenſorious contem- 
ners of all that differ from you; and perſecutors of 
them if you have power; and will think all intolle- 
rable, that rake you nor as Oracles, and your wo:ds as 
Law. Forger nox that the Church hath alwayes {uffe- 
red by cenſorious, unruly profeflors on the one hand, 
(and Owhar diviſions and ſcandals have they cauſed!) 
as well as by the popu and perſccuters on the 
other. Take heed of : And when contentions 
are afoor,be quier and filent,and not too forwasd ; and 
keep up a zeal for Love and Peace. 


X V. Be faithful end conſcionable in all your Relati- 


Ma. 1}. 41. 


Iobn 16. 3. 
I C87, I. 19, 
Rom, 16,17. 
Tunes 3. 145 
15,16, 17,18. 


1 Tim,3.6. 
Co/. 2. 18, 

x Cor. 8. I. 
1 Cor. 4. 6. 


x Tim, 6. 4. 


iPet.5.5. 


James 3. 1. 17. 


Eph. 5.& 6. 


0.3. & 4. 


075. Honor and obey your Parents, and echer ſupe- Xom. 13. 7. 7, 


riers : Deſpiſe not,and refiſt not Governmenr : 1f you 1P&,2.13. 15. 
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which cauſe God to titrn your Proteftdrs into Aﬀiifters: 
and inſtcad of murmiring and rebelling againſt rhem, 
reform your ſelves, and then canynir yoiir felves to 
God. Princes and Paſtors I wilt nat ſpeak ro : Sub- 
jeRs, and ſervants,and children, muſt obcy theix fupe- 
110rs as the: Officers of God. 


X VI. Keep up the Governmett! 6f God in your fami- 
lies : Holy Families muſt be chick prelc: vers of the in= 
tereſt of Religion in the world. Let not the world 
wwrn Gods ſervice into a cuſtomaiy lifeleſs form. 
Read rhe Scripture, and cdifying Books ro them: Talk 
with them ſerio: fly about the ſtare of their ſouls, and 
everlaſting life : Pray with them fervently : Watch 
over them diligently : Bc angry againſt fin, and meck 
in your own Cauſe! Be examples of 1/dome, Holineſs 
and Patience : And ſee that the Lords Day be ſpent 
in holy p:eparation for Ecernity. 


XVII. Lrt your Call'nes be mimaged in Holineſs 
and Lavoriouſneſs, Live not in idleneſs : Be not ſloth» 
ſut in your work ; whether you be bound, or free : In 
the ſwear of your browecs you mult cat your bread, 
and labour the (ix dayes, that you may have to give 
to him that needeth ! Mothfulneſs is ſenſuality as well 
as filthier fins. The body ( that is able ) muſt have - 
ft employment as well -as the ſoul ; or elſe body and 
ſoul will fare the worſe. Bur let all be but as rhe la- 
bour of a Iravell:r, and aim at God and Heaven in 
all. 

XVIII. Deprive not your ſelues of the benefit of 
an able ſathſ.d Paſtor, to wham you may open your caſe 
in ſecret © or at leaſt of a holy faithful friend : And be 


* nor diſpleaſed at their free reprooſs, Wo to him that 


is alone! How blind and partial arc we in our own 
cauſe * And how hard is it ro know our ſelves without 
an able fa'thfil helper > You forfeit this great mercy, 
when yo. love a flatcerer, and angr:ly defend your fn, 


XIX. Prepare for fichncſr, ſuftcrings, and death : 
Overvalic nt profperity, nor the favour of man! If 


2 act. 3,19, ſelfiſh min pove falſe ad cul ito youy even thoſe of 


—— 


whum 
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whom you have deſerved beſt, marvel not at it z bur 

pray tor your exemies, priſecutors and flaaderers, that Pbil.r, 21,22, 
God would twin their hearts and pardon them. What lerem. 9 4,5. 
a mercy is it to be driven from the world ro God ? Mat.7, 45. 
When the Love of the world is the greateſt danger of 2 (v7.5. 1, 2, 
the ſoul > Be ready to die, and you are ready for any 4s. 
thog : Ak your hears ſerioufly,whar is it that 1 ſhall 

need ata dying hour 2 and let it ſpeedily be gor rea- 

dy,and not be to ſeek in the time of your extrewity. 


X X. and: fland the true method of Peace of (onſti- Fxod.34. 6. 


' ence, and jludge not of the ſlate of your [outs upon deceit= Heb. yg, 25. * 
ful grounds : As preſumptuens hopes do keep men from John 4.42. 
Converſ;on, and embolden them in fin ; ſo canſleſs jha 3.16. 
ſcars do hinder our Love and praiſe of Ged, by obſcu- x Tim.4.10. 


ring his Lovelineſs ; And they deſtroy our Thankful- & 2.4: 
xeſs, and our Delight in God, and make us a burden Mth. 28.19, 
to our ſelves, and a grievous ſtumbling block ro 20. 


others : The General grounds of all your comfort, are Rep, 22.17. 
1. The Gracious Nature of God : 2. The ſufficiency Iſaiah 55.647. 
of Chriſt, and 3. The Truth and Univerſality of the 
Promiſe, which giverh Chriſt and Liſe to All if they 
will Accept him : Bur this Acceptance is the proof of 
your particular title ; without which cheſe do bur ag 
gravate your fin, Con/ert to Gods Covenant is the 
rrue Condition and procf of your title to God as 
yourFacher,Saviour andSanRiher,and ſo to the ſaving 
bleſlipgs of the Covenant : which Conſeat, if you ſur- 
vive, muſt produce the duties which you conſent to, He 
that Heartily conſenteth, that God be his Godyhis Sa- Ly be 14.26. 
viour ang Sandifer, is in a ſtate of life, Bur this in- 33. 
cludeth the reje&ion of the woild, Much hnonledge, 1 Tobn 2. 15. 
and memory, and utterance, and lively Aﬀettions, are Mat.6. 19:0, 
all very defirable ! Bur you muſt 3:dge your ſtate by 21.32. 
none of theſe ; for they aicall uncerrain: But 1.1t Coloſ]. 3. "PL 
God and Hol:zeſs and Hegven have the higheſt cſt:mati- Fom., 1, 8.13. 
03 of your praQtical judgement, as being eſteemed 
Beſt for you ; 2. And be preferred in the Chozce and Re» 
ſolution of your 143/[s, and that Habitually, before all 
the pleaſures of the world : 3. And be firſt and 6bicfly 
ſought in your endeavours ; this is the wnfallible proof 
&f your ſanQifigation, 

; Chiiſtian, 
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Chiiſtian, upen long and ſerious ſtudy and experis 
ence, | dare boldly commend theſe DireRions to thee, 
as the way of God, which will end in Blefſedneſs, 
The Lord Reſolve and Strexgthea thee ro obey them. 
This is the true Conſtitution of Chriſtianity : This 
1s true Godlineſs ; and this is ro be Religious indeed | 
And all this is no more than to be ſeriouſly ſuch as all 
among us in general words, profeſs to be. This is the . 
Religion which muſt difference you from Hypocrites ; 
which muſt ſecrte you in peace,and make you an ho- 
nour to your profeſſion, and a blefling rothoſe. rhar 
dwell abour you | Happy is the Land,the Church, the 
Family, which doth confiſt of ſuch as theſe! Theſe ars 
not hey char either Perſecute or Divige the Church 3 
or that make their Religion a ſervant ro their Policy, 
ro their Ambitious deſigns, or fleſhly luſts ; nor rhac 
make ir the bellows of Sedition, or Rebellion, or of 
an envious hurtful zeal ; or a ſnare for the innocent 
or a Piſtol! to ſhooc at the upright in heart: Theſe are 
not they that have been the ſhame of their profeſſion, 
the hardening of ungodly men and Infidels, and thar 
have cauſed the encmiecs of the Lord to blaſpheme, 1f 
any man will make a Religion of,or for his Luſts ; of ' 
Papal tyranny, or Phariſaical formality, or of His pri- 
*vate opinions,or of proud cenſoriouſneſs,and contempr 
of others, and of fation and unwarrantable ſeparations 
and diviſions, and of ſtanding at a more obſervable 
diſtance from common profeſlo;s of Chriſtianiy, than 
God would have them ; or yer of pulling up the hedge 
of Diſcipline, and laying Chriſts Vineyard common * 
ro the Wilderndſs; the ſtorm is coming, when this Re- 
ligion fo:inded on the ſand will fall, and great will be 
the fall thereof : When the Religion which conſiſterh 
in Faith, and Love to God and Man. in mo-tifying the 
firſh, and crucifying the worldgin Self=denyr!, Humility, 
and yvatien'e, in {ncere oved.ence, and faithfulneſs in 
all Rrlationr, in wat {us [ce f-rnveramenty in doin 
good, and in a Divi and Heatenty life, though it wil 
be hared by the ungodly world,ſha!l never be a diſho- 
nour ro yo.urLord,nos deceive or dilappoint your fouls, 
May 10, | 
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